TASMANIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB BULLETIN. 


Supplement to The Tasmanian Naturalist, April 1986. No. 243. 

The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club is devoted to the study of all 
forms of natural history, and is comprised of both experts and 
beginners. We cover a wide varity of natural history topics, and we 
encourage conservation. Meetings are held the first Thursday of each 
month except January at 7.45 pm in the CSIRO Conference Room, Stowell 
Ave, Battery Point. Outings are held the following weekend, with 
members meeting outside the Prince Theatre. The Club's address is 
GPO Box 68A, Hobart, 7001. 



PROGRAMME. 


MAY. Thursday, May 1st. Noel Kemp, of the Tasmanian Museum, will speak 
on the geology of the Hobart area with emphasis on palaeontology. 
Saturday, May 3rd. 10 am. Mr Kemp will lead an outing in the Hobart 
area, including a volcanic site in Sandy Bay. 

JUNE. Thursday, June 5. Eric Guiler will speak on the Thylacine. 
Saturday, June 7. Ur David Ratkowsky will lead an outing to the 
Truganini Track on Mount Nelson. Meet at 10 am. 

JULY, Thursday, July 3. Two items tonight; the film on the Emperor 
Gum Moth by Colin Billing, and George Bornemissza's beetle collection. 
Saturday, July 5. 10 am. (Indoors for the cold weather'.) A behind- 
the-scenes look at the Tasmanian Museum. 

OFFICE BEARERS'. At the AGM in march the following office-bearers were 
elected; 

PRESIDENT. Mr H Burton, 1 Mary St, North Hobart, 347591. 

VICE PRESIDENTS. Dr D Ratkowsky, Miss H Davidson. 

HON TREASURER. Mr D Hird, 17 Union St, West Hobart, 344293. 

HON SECRETARY. Mr P Collier, 2 Garnett St, Blackmans Bay, 296597. 

HON ASSISTANT SECRETARY. Mrs M Grist, 329 Park St, New Town, 282109. 
COMMITTEE. Mr J Grist, Mr P McQuillan, Mrs M Mollison, Mrs M Wall. 
Auditor will be Mr L Wall; editor of the Tasmanian Naturalist will be 
Dr D Ratkowsky; librarian will be Ms H Davidson. 








AGM. As well as the election of office bearers, our March meeting 
included the Secretary's report and the Treasurer's report. The 
President's address was on Heard Island. Included was information on 
the Elephant Seal, and on clay pipes left behind by the sealers. 

NEW MEMBERS. The Club extends a warm welcome to recently-joined new 
members Mr C Dwyer, Ms J Patterson, and Ms E Watson. We hope that you 
will become active members and really enjoy your time with the Club. 

LIBRARY DONATION. Miss Marjorie Westbrook has very kindly donated to 
the TFNC library books on Fungi, Victorian Ferns and Taronga Park Zoo, 
and pocket guides on Australian Butterflies, Tasmanian and Victorian 
wildflowers, Australian native gardens and birds, Tasmanian birds, and 
wildflowers of the warm East coast of Australia. Many thanks for her 
generosity. Members are reminded that the Library is open during office 
hours; see the CSIRO receptionist for directions. 

OUTING TO SHAG BAY. March 8, 1986. 

Eleven members, including the leader, Mr J Grist, with two further 
members arriving after lunch. 

We parked near the end of Geilston Bay Rd and proceeded along the 

track to the foreshore. Members were shown the old exploded fertilizer 

factory. Old bones, including a dog skull, were found, and members 

noted the lush weed growth in the area. The party next examined the 
e 

p^ce of English oak, last remnant of the SS Nelson, which fought in the 
battle of Trafalgar and was hulked at Shag Bay after spending time as 
a coal carrier. 

Along the foreshore we found several spotted frogs, extensive mussel 
beds said some orange sea stars. There were iron rings set into the 
stones at intervals as a mooring point for firewood gathering barges. 
Next we proceeded back along the coast until we found two Aboriginal 
caves set high up in the cliff, into one of which some of the more 
intrepid members climbed. It was a comfortable cave with a steep 
sandy bottom and a beautifully framed view of the Mountain. 

After lunch we proceeded back up the hill and examined the hilltop 
midden, which was so extensive that it had been used as a source of lime 
in the past. 







